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standing nature Man strives ever to return to
Him, and does return, on wings of light.
Emerson plays brilliantly with many related,
even contradictory concepts, but this of
Unity in Diversity dominates his thought. Na-
ture was a closet meditation; the Divinity
College Address was his manly contrast of
this new faith with the obsolescent creed of
his fathers; but The American Scholar was,
perhaps, the most pragmatic and timely. It
embraced, somewhat indifferently as a minor
matter, the long tradition, which had haunted
Americans since the Revolution, that we
should create an independent body of
thought, but it went much farther. It pro-
claimed, with a philosophical basis from Plato,
Plotinus, and other thinkers, that as individ-
uals and as a civilization we should live by a
new vision of truth. Simple men, living close
to nature in a relatively simple society, we
should know God simply. "The sun shines
to-day also". God is, not was. God speaketb,
not spake.
Emerson the villager now lived on his
small farm in Concord, and farmers noted
approvingly his participation in town meet-
ings, his remarriage and children, his Yankee
profile. Though always apart, seeing, he said,
his family across a gulf, firing a gun with an
embarrassed expression on his face, and de-
clining to practice his own teachings at Brook
Farm, he became more and more rooted in
his native soil. His writings, too (Essays, First
Series, 1841; Essays, Second Series, 1844),